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recalcitrant regions, but the basic conflict is one between
different economies related to differences in climate.
At times of exacerbation, such quarrels constitute a threat
to the political and economic unity of the State; in the cases
of the two Dominions of Canada and Australia, Alberta and
W. Australia have gone so far as to suggest secession. These,
and other examples, suggest that where there is a wide range
of climatic conditions they and their agricultural results must
be considered if the State is to run smoothly. In brief, no
State can afford to ignore the influences of the climatic element
in its physical environment, and a wise administration will
seek to organize the utilization of its climatic resources to the
maximum benefit of its inhabitants.
In the preceding pages of this chapter, the closely related
elements of the physical framework of States have been all
too incompletely analysed, but these conditions are meaning-
less to the political geographer, apart from the people who
organize their activities and relationships in adjustment to
them and within the territorial limits of political entities. This
human element in the State is even more complex than the
physical elements of the milieu which it inhabits. Diversity
is still the keynote in the human response to environment in
spite of "cultural spread", facilitated by greatly improved
means of communications. No State can justly claim to have
a completely homogeneous human content. The only uniformity
which it possesses is that arising from its political organization
by which, in theory at least, its members owe allegiance to
the sovereignty it wields. Even in this last connection it is
worth recalling that, over vast portions of the earth's surface,
as in Central Africa, in India, in China, and in parts of South
America, political allegiance is but a tenuous thing and the
internal human relationships of States should not always be
measured by the standards reached in Western Europe and
North America.
Total population, its distributional pattern and rates of
reproduction, are essential elements in the structure of the
State. Without quantitative knowledge, such as that which
regularly taken censuses provide, the organization of internal
activities is greatly impeded. This does not mean that mere